
2022 Windy City Power League Info and FAQ’s 
What are the COVID protocols currently in place for WCPL? 

The state of Illinois is under a mask mandate so that means all individuals who can medically tolerate a 
mask over the age of 2 (regardless of vaccination status) need to be wearing a mask in indoor facilities. 

Playing formats (in most cases) have been adjusted to a 4-team pool on 2 courts for seeding dates to get 
teams in and out of facilities quicker than a traditional 4-team pool on 1 court. The Great Lakes Region 
and WCPL Committee will reevaluate adjusting this once seeding dates have completed to traditional 
tournament formats. 

Sites may limit concessions (have light or reduced concessions) with pre-packaged food available as well 
as water and sports drinks. 

How much is admission? 

Sites will charge $7.00/person. Currently there are no COVID restrictions on allowed number of 
spectators allowed in facilities, but this could always change. 

What time will doors to facilities open? 

For sites with pools that start at 7:30 AM, doors will open at 6:45 AM. For sites with pools that start at 
8:00 AM, doors will open at 7:00 AM. 

Will registered parents be required to register for a USAV membership (line judging/score keeping, 
etc.)? 

No need for parents to register to assist with officiating. Clubs will have assisting parents fill out a 
volunteer consent form to keep on file. Sites will have additional forms for any non-USAV member 
assisting. Parents helping with officiating duties will not be given free entry. Parents will not be asked to 
R1. 

My team has COVID and needs to quarantine, what is the procedure? 

Contact the Great Lakes Region ASAP (greatlakesvolleyball@glrvb.com) as the weekend’s schedule will 
need to be adjusted. Your team will unfortunately have to forfeit those matches and forfeited matches 
will not be able to be rescheduled. 

What is the close contact quarantine procedure? 

Your club may enforce more restrictions and the WCPL restrictions may change as recommendations 
change, but as of the start of the league the Great Lakes Region will be following both the CDC and IDPH 
quarantine guidelines. 

What type of format will be used for WCPL? 

Large Open Divisions (15-16 O, 17-18 O) will have a large bracket format. Large Club divisions will have a 
16-team pod round robin format. 12, 13 and 14 Open will have a small groupings schedule that will be 
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TBD based on the number of teams in each division and allow for best schedule for teams and maximum 
league play experience. (Please see explanation in bid distribution below for exact explanations). 

When do team rosters lock for WCPL? 

Rosters will be locked in AES for the 6th play date overall in the Open Divisions and the Red Divisions of 
the club division. At that time any team ‘on the hunt’ for a bid will be subject to USAV player frozen 
roster rules so it is imperative clubs keep their AES rosters up to date. An email will be sent out with 
reminders of these dates to club directors. 

How many bids are being distributed through the league and how will reallocated bids be handled? 

GLR has the following number of bids (# varies based on age divisions): 

Age # National Bids # American Bids # Freedom Bids 
18’s 1 2 1 
17’s 1 2 1 
16’s 1 2 1 
15’s 1 2 1 
14’s 1 2 1 
13’s 1 2 - 
12’s 1 2 - 
11’s 1 - - 

For 14’s through 18’s, the National bid will be awarded to the highest finishing region team in open, as 
well the two American bids. 1 Freedom bid will be awarded in the Red Division of the Club Division.  
For 12’s and 13’s, please see below regarding placement of the bids. 
For 11’s, the National bid will be offered to the highest finishing 11’s team in the 12 Open division, then 
12 Club divisions. 

The WCPL will follow a ‘rule of 3’ regarding bids, where every third bid will be awarded in the Club 
Division. If teams 'pass' on the bid, then it trickles down to the next best finishing team within that 
division, but no lower than the 5th place team in the Club division.  
Bids will be distributed through league play and in certain circumstances, one bid will be distributed 
through a tournament within league play (please see specifics below): 

• 12 Open will be a double round robin, the winner will be the team with the best record.
• 13 Open will have 1 seeding date, followed by a 5-day round robin followed by a 2-day 

tournament.  The team with the best record during the 5-day round robin and the winner of the 
tournament will be co-champions for the league.

o Bids will alternate between the day 7/8 tournament and the round robin.  For example, 
the highest bid goes to the team with the best record from round robin.  The second 
highest bid goes to the winner of the tournament.  The 3rd of the bids allocated to the 
open division goes to the 2nd place finish from the round robin (then alternately to the 
tournament, if applicable).  Trickle downs will stay within the reason for the bid 
(tournament trickle downs will be awarded to the next highest tournament finish and 
same with the round robin).
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• 14 Open will have 1 seeding date, then 6 days of round robin.  There will be a single day 
tournament at the end.  Seeding will be based on the results from the round robin.  The team 
with the best record during the 6-day round robin and the winner of the tournament will be co-
champions for the league.

o Bids will alternate between the day 8 tournament and the round robin.  For example, 
the highest bid goes to the team with the best record from round robin.  The second 
highest goes to the winner of the tournament.  The 3rd of the bids allocated to the 
open division goes to the 2nd place finish from the round robin (then alternately to the 
tournament, if applicable). Trickle downs will stay within the reason for the bid 
(tournament trickle downs will be awarded to the next highest tournament finish and 
same with the pool play).

What is the tie-breaking policy for WCPL? 

Tie will be broken per USAV Tie-Breaking Protocol where in seeding play and in divisions where bids are 
being distributed (Open Divisions and Red Division of Club Divisions) and may result in an additional set 
or 2 being played at the conclusion of pool play. If a team leaves and is supposed to be playing or reffing 
in a tie-breaking set, the team that left will forfeit their match.  
For divisions with bracket play, a tie in points at the end of the league will be broken based on the 
higher finish on the final day of WCPL. 
2022 USAV tie-breaking protocol can be found on the next page. 
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The remaining teams that are tied in match percentage and set 
percentage have Playoff Tie Breaker Set(s). 

percentage from the pool. 

 There may be brackets of 2, 3, or 4 teams 

PROCEDURES FOR BREAKING TIES TO DETERMINE POOL FINISH 
From USAV Girls National Championship Manual  

For the competition of Girls National Qualifiers, Boys Bid Tournaments, GJNC & BJNC 

If there is a tie in match record among 2 or more teams in the pool, tie(s) are resolved using the Tie Break Rules, even in 
3 team pools where all 3 sets are required to be played. 

Ties in Matches are broken by the following steps: 

3 or more 

teams 

2 teams 

2 teams 
3 or more teams 

2 teams 

NO 

I 
3 or more teams 

 

YES 

Tournament Type? 

It is possible for one or more tied teams to advance without having to play in a Tie Breaker Set, as only the last pool position (spot) is played off 
** The sequence of playoff sets is structured so flat the teams with the highest point percentages have the fewest number of Tie Breaker Sets to play 

***Tie Breaker Sets will only be played to 15 points.  

Always broken head to head. 
No exceptions. 

The head to head winner of those 2 
teams earns the higher pool finish 

Teams with a higher set percentage finish ahead of teams with a 
lower set percentage. 

The team that won head to head 
receives the higher finish in the pool. 

Pool finish among the teams tied 
in Match percentage and Set 

percentage. If two teams are still tied in 
point percentage, the head to head 

winner finishes higher. 

How many teams are 

tied in match record? 

Head to head results are used to determine pool finishes for 
teams that are tied in Match Record 
1. A team that beats all the other teams with which it is tied in

Match Record will finish ahead of the other teams in the pool.
2. A team that has lost to all of the other teams with which it is tied

in Match Record is placed behind the other teams in pool finish.

USAV Girls Jr National Championships (GJNCs) and 
USAV Boys Junior National Championships (BJNC): 

Tie Breaker sets will only be played for the last spot 
leading to the GOLD Bracket 

How many pool positions are available for a team to 

advance to play for a bid position? 

Girls National Qualifiers and Boys Bid Tournaments: 
Tie Breaker sets are only played for the last spot 
leading to a Qualifier Bid 

It is possible that teams will be eliminated from the GOLD bracket in a National 

Bid, NOT for the Gold Bracket. 

1 pool position avail. 

The team with the highest point percentage is 

advancing positions. 

Sets. 

2 pool positions available 

advancing spots. 

the Tie Breaker Sets. 

3 pool positions available 

Free Hand
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